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’ INTRODUCTION

Small, gas-phase (free) clusters often exhibit extraordinarily
novel electronic, magnetic, and catalytic properties compared to
bulk materials having the same compositions.1�15 Such proper-
ties are strongly dependent on cluster size, even to the point
where the addition or removal of a single atom can vastly alter a
given property. To harness their finite-size properties for poten-
tial applications in the macroscopic world, however, most
clusters will either have to reside on surfaces or be incorporated
into materials.16 In the former case, clusters would exist as
ultrathin films, while in the latter case, clusters would be present
in three-dimensional, “cluster assembled materials” either as
guests embedded in inert hosts or as chemically bound surrogates
for atoms within an otherwise traditional crystal lattice. In a few
cases, species generated in cluster-forming environments are in-
dividually stable and can form macroscopic materials by them-
selves (e.g., fullerenes). Most clusters, however, require a hos-
pitable medium to avoid agglomeration and thus retain their
unique finite-size properties. For this reason, it is important
to understand how clusters interact with each other and the
surrounding environment.

In this paper, we focus on size-selected clusters residing on
surfaces. Many studies have been conducted in which clusters
were grown on surfaces by physical vapor deposition; these
methods usually result in wide distributions of cluster sizes.17�22

However, given that the unique properties of small clusters are
strong functions of their sizes, better control can be achieved by
depositing size-selected clusters onto surfaces. Indeed, the
deposition of size-selected clusters onto surfaces has been an

attractive topic of research for over a decade now;23�90 a caveat
to size-selection is that it requires that the clusters be charged so
they can be separated based on their mass-to-charge ratio bymass
spectrometry.

In a typical size-selected cluster experiment, cluster ions are
produced in an appropriate ion source and transported in
vacuum, as an ion beam, through a mass selector prior to being
decelerated and deposited onto a target surface. This technique is
capable of depositing clusters onto a substrate with well-defined
sizes and landing energies. Furthermore, the deposition energy of
the cluster ions can be tuned to low kinetic energies (soft-
landing) to minimize damage to both the deposited cluster and
the target surface, while cluster coverage on the substrate can be
controlled by adjusting cluster ion intensities or deposition times.

Highly ordered pyrolytic graphite (HOPG) surfaces are often
employed as substrates because their surfaces are atomically
smooth, chemically inert, and easy to prepare.69�101 Most earlier
studies which utilized HOPG surfaces focused on depositing
metal clusters, either by soft-landing or “pinning”. Pinning
involves depositing cluster ions at relatively high kinetics en-
ergies, so that they become stuck (pinned) upon deposition.
Typically, pinned clusters are immobile on the surface, unless
they are annealed at high temperature where they can become
mobile.70 By contrast, soft-landed metal clusters on HOPG at
room temperature are mobile and tend to diffuse until they are
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ABSTRACT:Mass-selected, cluster anion beams of Mo100(2.5
�

and (MoO3)67(1.5
� were prepared with a magnetron source

and soft-landed onto highly ordered pyrolytic graphite
(HOPG) under UHV conditions. These two clusters were
selected because they possess essentially the same masses and
consequently could be soft-landed with the same low kinetic
energies. The chemical composition of the deposited clusters
was analyzed using in situ Auger electron spectroscopy and
ex situ X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy, while their surface
morphologies were characterized with in situ scanning tunneling microscopy (STM) and ex situ atomic force microscopy (AFM).
Both STM and AFM results indicated a high mobility for the metal atom clusters on HOPG at room temperature. At low coverages,
Mo100(2.5 clusters nucleated preferentially at step-edges. As their coverage increased, cluster aggregates formed on the terraces until
a fully saturated overlayer was created. By contrast, deposited metal oxide clusters produced a stochastic array of adsorbed clusters
for all coverages. Differences in the behavior of deposited Mo100(2.5 and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters were interpreted in terms of
differences in the interactions of metal and metal oxide clusters with carbonaceous substrates.
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trapped by high surface energy sites such as step-edges and other
defects or until they nucleate to form larger aggregates. Since
clusters on terraces can aggregate without constraint, they tend
to grow larger than those on the step-edges.71

Despite the prevalence of metal cluster studies utilizing
HOPG surfaces, there have been relatively few regarding metal
oxide clusters deposited on HOPG.102�105 This is surprising
considering their importance in catalysis and other technological
applications.106 Furthermore, of those studies which have been
conducted, the metal oxide clusters have usually been deposited
either from solution107 or by oxidation of deposited metal
clusters.108,109

In the present study, we have investigated the chemical
composition and surface morphologies of the size-selected,
molybdenum and molybdenum oxide clusters, Mo100(2.5 and
(MoO3)67(1.5. Both species are soft-landed as cluster anions
onto (conductive) HOPG surfaces, where they lose their charge
and become neutral clusters. These particular cluster sizes were
chosen because they have nearly equal masses and thus could be
soft-landed with the same low kinetic energies. By using this
approach, we were able to compare and contrast the different
surface morphologies of two chemically distinct types of clusters
on a common substrate. The overarching objective of this work
was to compare how cluster composition and coverage regulate
cluster surface morphology following deposition on HOPG.

’EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

A schematic of our apparatus is presented in Figure 1.
Molybdenum and molybdenum oxide cluster anions were pro-
duced using a magnetron sputter source84 by mounting a
molybdenum metal target in front of a permanent magnet,
creating a cylindrical magnetic field. A mixture of helium and

argon, typically 4:1 ratio of partial pressures and total pressure of
∼5 mbar, was injected into the ion source with the Mo target
held at an applied voltage of �500 V. Argon ions created within
the magnet field sputtered the molybdenum metal target, gen-
erating a plume of metal ions in the gas phase. Helium was used
to both cool and transport the ions through the ion optics and
mass selection magnet. To produce molybdenum oxide clusters,
an additional 5�6% (partial pressure percentage) oxygen gas was
added to the source. This amount of oxygen was well in excess of
what is required to create fully oxidized molybdenum clusters
(i.e., MoO3). We verified this by varying the amount of oxygen
added to the cluster source and then analyzing the chemical
composition of these clusters by XPS. Incompletely oxidized
molybdenum clusters created in the sputter source could be
identified by the existence of significant (>5%) Mo(IV) in the
XPS of the air-exposed samples, consistent with the behavior of
purely metallic molybdenum clusters. Results from these XPS
studies revealed that a partial pressure of ≈5% oxygen in the
sputter system was more than sufficient to create molybdenum
oxide clusters that exhibited <5%Mo(IV) after air exposure. This
was taken as evidence that the as deposited molybdenum clusters
created under these conditions were fully oxidized.

After being extracted from the source, the cluster anions were
accelerated to 450 V and transported through a series of dif-
ferential pumping stages and ion optics (see Figure 1). Mass
selection was accomplished by passing the ion beam through a
25� sector magnet with a resolution of m/Δm = 20. The
performance of the magnet as a function of the magnetic field
and beam energy was determined by using the mass spectrum of
gold clusters as a reference. By adjusting the magnet field and the
beam voltage appropriately, we were able to use the magnet to
pass mass-selected Mo100(2.5

� and (MoO3)67(1.5
� cluster an-

ions downstream and into the next stage of the apparatus. The

Figure 1. Schematic of our apparatus used for cluster deposition and in situ surface analysis.
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mass distribution of our deposited clusters is determined by the
resolution of the mass spectrometer, working with the assump-
tion that the molybdenum oxide clusters are fully oxidized. The
source conditions (e.g., the He/Ar ratio, total pressure, head/
source distance, aperture potentials) were also optimized to
maximize the intensity of the mass-selected clusters.

Once the cluster anions had been mass-selected, they were
refocused and collimated by a series of ion optics before reaching
the deposition chamber. The size-selected cluster anionswere then
decelerated to the desired deposition energy before landing on the
HOPG substrate by biasing the target to the appropriate negative
voltage. In the present study, the Mo100(2.5

� and (MoO3)67(1.5
�

anions were decelerated to kinetic energies of less than 0.1 eV per
atom (well below the pinning threshold of ∼10 eV/atom90) and
thus soft-landed onto the HOPG surface. The pressure during
cluster deposition was typically ∼10�8 mbar.

The chemical composition of the deposited clusters was ana-
lyzed in situ using Auger electron spectroscopy (AES) and ex situ
using X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS). AE spectra were
acquired using an incident electron beam of 3 keV, and Auger
electrons were analyzed using a double-pass CMA (DESA 100,
STAIB Instruments, Inc.).110 For XPS analysis, deposited cluster
samples were removed from the deposition chamber and placed
in a PHI 5400 XPS system and analyzed using Mg KR X-rays
(1253.6 eV). Ejected photoelectrons were measured with a pre-
cision high-energy electron analyzer operating at a constant pass-
energy of 22.36 eV and a scan rate of 0.125 eV/step for the
Mo(3d) spectral envelope (224�244 eV). Spectra were refer-
enced to the C(1s) graphite peak (284.5 eV).111 XP spectra were
processed with commercially available software (CasaXPS) using
mixed Gaussian (70%)/Lorentzian (30%) peaks with fixed Mo-
(3d5/2) peak positions at 232.3( 0.5 eV for Mo(VI) and 229.3(
0.5 eV for Mo(IV) and with a spin�orbit splitting of 3.13 eV for
both oxidation states.111

To characterize the surfacemorphologies of depositedMo100(2.5

and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters as a function of their surface coverage,
a combination of in situ scanning tunneling microscopy (STM)

and ex situ atomic force microscopy (AFM) was used. For in situ
STM imaging, the HOPG targets were internally transferred
from the deposition chamber to an adjoining UHV chamber,
which contained an STM (Omicron 1). Hand-cut Pt/Ir tips were
used in constant current mode with a gap voltage of 0.7 V and a
tunneling current of 0.1 nA. STM image processing was per-
formed with freely available software, WSxM.112 For ex situ AFM
imaging, the substrate was removed from the vacuum chamber
and adhered to an AFM sample plate using double-sided carbon
tape. Images were acquired using a PicoSPM LE AFM (Agilent
Technologies) operated inmagnetic tappingmode usingCo�Cr
tips obtained from MikroMasch (NSC18). All image rendering
and height measurements were performed with commercially
available software from Agilent Technologies.

’RESULTS

Chemical Characterization of Deposited Clusters. From
the in situAuger spectra of as-deposited and air-exposedMo100(2.5

(Figure 2a) and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters (Figure 2b), the chemical
composition of the clusters was determined. In each spectrum,
the C KLL peak at 271 eV associated with the HOPG substrate is
the dominant feature. For the as-deposited Mo100(2.5 clusters
(Figure 2a, dashed line), molybdenum peaks along with a small
peak associated with oxygen can be seen at 186 and 503 eV,
respectively. When the Mo100(2.5 clusters were air-exposed
(Figure 2a, solid line), the oxygen peak increases in intensity,
and there is a small but measurable nitrogen signal present at
379 eV, consistent with the production of predominantly me-
tallic clusters that, upon air exposure, react with ambient oxygen
and nitrogen. By contrast, in situ analysis of deposited (MoO3)67(1.5

clusters (Figure 2b, dashed line) exhibited significantly larger
oxygen AES signals than the Mo100(2.5 clusters, consistent with
the deposition of metal oxide clusters. This assertion is also
supported by the lack of a measurable change in the AE spec-
trum when as-deposited (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters were air exposed
(Figure 2b, solid line).
Ex situXPS analyses of air-exposedMo100(2.5 and (MoO3)67(1.5

clusters are shown in Figure 3. The Mo(3d) spectral envelope
associated with deposited (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters reveals that the
vast majority (>95%) of the molybdenum atoms are in the fully
oxidized Mo(VI) state with a Mo(3d5/2) peak centered at 232 eV,
consistent with the production and deposition of MoO3. In con-
trast for the air-exposed Mo100(2.5 clusters, deconvolution of the
Mo(3d) spectral envelope reveals nearly equal quantities of
Mo(VI) and Mo(IV) species with Mo(3d5/2) peaks at 232 and
229 eV, respectively. This is evidence for incomplete oxidation of
the metallic molybdenum clusters upon air exposure. Taken in
conjunction with the AES data, it is likely that theMo(IV) peak is
a result of some combination of MoO2, oxynitride, or nitride
species.
Surface Morphology of Deposited Clusters. a. Metal Clus-

ters. Figure 4 shows both ex situ AFM (Figure 4a�d) and in situ
STM (Figure 4e�g) images acquired of Mo100(2.5 clusters soft-
landed onto HOPG substrates, as a function of increasing
coverage (i.e., increasing from (a) to (d) and from (e) to (g)).
Both AFM and STM images clearly illustrate our ability to
control the coverage of clusters on surfaces by varying exposure
time or beam current. An estimate of the surface coverage was
determined by first calculating the total ion dose, based on the
ion current of the cluster beam and the duration of the deposi-
tion, assuming unity sticking probability. In addition, the

Figure 2. AE spectra of (a)Mo100(2.5 and (b)(MoO3)67(1.5 clusters,
both as-deposited (dashed line) and after air-exposure (solid line).
Based on STM and AFM analysis, these spectra correspond to high
coverages (>1 ML) of deposited clusters. The Auger transitions have
been labeled, all spectra have been normalized to the height of the CKLL
peak at 271 eV, and smaller features have been scaled as indicated.



D dx.doi.org/10.1021/jp202165u |J. Phys. Chem. C XXXX, XXX, 000–000

The Journal of Physical Chemistry C ARTICLE

diameter and thus the 2-dimensional footprint of both the metal
and metal oxide clusters were calculated assuming spherical-
shaped clusters with densities equal to the corresponding bulk
materials. The values thus calculated were also qualitatively con-
sistent with coverages determined from AFM and STM images.
In this way, we determined that the low coverage regime cor-
responded to a cluster coverage of 0.01�0.2 ML, the medium
coverage regime to be 0.2�0.8ML, and the high coverage regime
to be 2�5 ML.
At relatively low coverages (0.01�0.1 ML; see Figure 4a,e),

clusters are observed to attach preferentially to step-edges. The
heights for clusters residing along step-edges were measured by
line scans, as shown in Figure 5a,b. However, as the coverage of
deposited clusters increased (0.2�0.8 ML), the STM images
became “streaky” (see Figure 4f). Nevertheless, using ex situ AFM
imaging, we were able to image air-exposed Mo100(2.5 clusters in
this coverage regime, as shown in Figure 4b,c. In these images,
clusters are observed to saturate the step-edges and begin to fill the
terraces as coverage increases. In Figure 6, we compare the height
of clusters arranged along step-edges (hashed bars) with those on
terraces (solid bars). As the coverage continues to increase tog1ML
(2�5 ML), both AFM and STM images (Figure 4d,g) show that
themetal clusters form overlayers composed of what appear to be
individual clusters on the surface. Interestingly, at these high
coverages, the image streaking that was observed at intermediate
coverages was absent in the STM images.
b. Metal Oxide Clusters. Representative in situ STM micro-

graphs of (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters deposited on HOPG are shown
in Figure 7a�c as a function of increasing coverage (i.e., in-
creasing from (a) to (c)). Figure 7a shows an STM image
obtained at low coverage (0.01�0.1 ML) of deposited clusters,
where the clusters are randomly distributed over the surface with
no evidence of preferential step-edge nucleation. In Figure 7b,
the (MoO3)67(1.5 cluster coverage has been increased, and the
clusters continue to be stochastically distributed on the HOPG
substrate. Moreover, there is no evidence of image streaking
induced by the STM tip moving the adsorbed clusters in contrast
to the behavior of metal clusters at comparable coverages
(compare Figures 4f and 7b). At still higher coverages (2�5ML;

see Figure 7c), the (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters form what appears to
be a loosely packed overlayer on the surface. At these high
coverages, repeated STM imaging of the same area tended to
“sweep” away clusters to reveal the underlying HOPG substrate.
This is shown in Figure 8 at three successive scans of the same
area. This sweeping of deposited clusters was a different phe-
nomenon than the streaking observed in STM images ofMo100(2.5

(see Figure 4f).

’DISCUSSION

Here, we compare and contrast themorphologies of deposited
Mo100(2.5 and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters as a function of surface
coverage.
a. Low Cluster Coverages (0.01�0.1 ML). STM and AFM

images of depositedMo100(2.5 clusters at low coverage (Figure 4a,e),
both show that the metal clusters nucleate at the step-edges but
not on the terraces. This is particularly apparent in the AFM
image shown in Figure 4a, where a large number of individual
clusters are observed along the step-edges, while the terraces
remain empty. These observations are consistent with previous
studies which have shown that the mobility of metal clusters on
HOPG surfaces is high due to the relatively weak adsorbate�sub-
strate interactions.71,85,86,91 Consequently, the metal clusters dif-
fuse freely upon deposition until they become “trapped” at the
under-coordinated sites that exist at step-edges. It should also be
noted that our observation of the behavior of the Mo100(2.5

clusters is consistent with that of other metal clusters soft-landed
on HOPG substrates71,85,86,91 and also is consistent with our
chemical characterization of the as-deposited clusters being
predominantly metallic.
By contrast, (MoO3)67(1.5 metal oxide clusters behave differ-

ently at low coverages. STM images (see Figure 7a,b) show
random distributions of deposited metal oxide clusters and an
absence of preferential binding at step-edges. These results are
consistent with the behavior of clusters which are relatively
immobile on the surface, indicating that there is a significantly
greater interaction between deposited metal oxide clusters and
the HOPG substrate compared to metal clusters and HOPG.

Figure 3. XP spectral envelopes of the Mo(3d) region for high-coverages of (a) Mo100(2.5 and (b) (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters after air exposure.
Component peaks for the Mo(IV) and Mo(VI) species are labeled.
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The nucleation of metal clusters at the step-edges also allowed
us to measure variations in their heights. Results from this
analysis (see the line scan in Figure 5b) show that clusters
arranged along the step-edge are uniform in size, with heights of
4.0 ( 1.0 nm. Since these structures appear to be individual
clusters, this result confirms that sizes of mass-selected clusters
deposited on the substrate are consistent.

Another important point is that the ex situ AFM and in situ
STM images of deposited metal clusters in this low coverage
regime are entirely consistent with one another despite the fact
that the metal clusters oxidize when they are exposed to air (see
Figure 3). For example, a comparison of Figures 4a and 4e reveals
that in both AFM and STM images clusters are observed
predominantly at the step-edge. This suggests that the morphol-
ogies of the deposited metal clusters are preserved upon air
exposure, allowing us to use ex situ AFM to complement STM
data. Furthermore, AFM is able to scan larger areas on the
substrate compared to STM and therefore allows for more
meaningful statistical analysis of the deposited clusters (i.e., a
comparison of size distributions on step-edges versus on
terraces).
b. Intermediate Cluster Coverages (0.2�0.8 ML). At in-

creased coverage of Mo100(2.5 clusters, the density of adsorbed
metal clusters at the step-edge also increases until a local sat-
uration coverage is reached. At that point, deposited metal clus-
ters start to appear on the terraces (see the AFM image in
Figure 4b). A combination of height analysis (Figure 6c) and
3-dimensional rendering (Figure 6b) of the ex situ AFM images
reveals that the size and shape of adsorbates on the terraces
differs from those at the step-edges; the average cluster height on
the terrace is 5.9( 0.8 nm, while that of those on the step-edges
is 4.0 ( 1.0 nm. Furthermore, the adsorbed structures observed
on the terraces by AFM have larger 2-dimensional footprints and
are more irregular in size and shape, consistent with the presence
of aggregates composed of several metal clusters. Thus, it appears
that metal cluster aggregation predominates on the terraces,
while at the step-edges greater absorption energies immobilizes
these same clusters and limits their aggregation. In contrast to the
ex situ AFM images, in situ STM images acquired at similar
(intermediate) coverages were often streaky (see Figure 4f),
consistent with metal cluster mobility on the terraces. Thus,
when compared to the ex situ AFM images taken at comparable
coverages, it appears that partial oxidation of the deposited clus-
ters upon air exposure also helps to immobilize them, consistent
with the difference in behavior of Mo100(2.5 and (MoO3)67(1.5

clusters observed in situ by STM. In contrast to the behavior of
metal clusters in this coverage regime, deposited (MoO3)67(1.5

clusters did not lead to image streaking and remained randomly
distributed on the surface, again suggesting stronger substrate
interactions of metal oxide clusters compared to those of metal
clusters.
c.Monolayer Cluster Coverages (2�5ML). From both STM

and AFM images, higher coverages (g1 ML) of both Mo100(2.5

and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters resulted in the formation of densely
packed arrays of clusters (see Figures 4d,g and 7c), where there is

Figure 5. (a) AFM image of a low coverage of deposited Mo100(2.5 clusters on HOPG after air exposure. (b) A line scan of the deposited clusters along
the dotted line shown in (a).

Figure 4. Deposited Mo100(2.5 clusters on HOPG imaged by ex situ
AFM (a�d) and in situ STM (e�g), shown as a function of increasing
coverage (i.e., coverage increasing from (a) to (d) and from (e) to (g)).
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no visual evidence of the underlying HOPG substrate. Further-
more, the STM images resemble “grapelike” structures present
on the surface, consistent with expectations formetal clusters depos-
ited on surfaces. Interestingly, the stability of the deposited
Mo100(2.5 and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters toward tip-induced dis-
placement is reversed compared to the situation at lower coverages.
At high coverages, the Mo100(2.5 clusters were stable toward
repeated STM imaging, while at high coverage (MoO3)67(1.5

clusters could be displaced by the STM tip to create vacant
regions that revealed the underlyingHOPG substrate (see Figure 8).
As noted previously in the Results section, this behavior was

distinct from the streaking observed with lower coverages of depos-
ited Mo100(2.5 clusters, which was, in fact, a consequence of
cluster mobility.
The origin of the differences between the stabilities ofMo100(2.5

and (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters toward tip-induced displacement at
these higher coverages is unclear, but two possibilities seemmost
likely. One is that the observed differences are a reflection of
fundamental changes to the distance (and thus the forces) bet-
ween the STM tip and the adsorbed clusters due to changes in
the tunneling characteristics. Another possibility is the oxide clus-
ters are less strongly bound at higher coverages, and as a result the
force between the STM tip and the clusters is now sufficient to
displace them, while the increased stability of themetal clusters at
higher coverages may be a consequence of their close packed
arrangement, and the potential that metal�metal bonding
between adjacent clusters could stabilize the adlayer.
d. Other Phenomena.Additional phenomena were occasion-

ally observed with the STM while searching for deposited
clusters. Figure 9a,b shows examples of a structure reminiscent

Figure 6. (a) AFM image of an intermediate coverage of deposited
Mo100(2.5 clusters on HOPG after air exposure, showing the presence of
clusters on the step-edge and the terrace. (b) Three-dimensional render-
ing of the boxed region shown in (a), illustrating the presence of different
sized features on the step-edges and the terraces. (c) Frequency-normal-
ized histogram of cluster heights measured by AFM forMo100(2.5 clusters
adsorbed on step-edges (hatched) and on terraces (filled).

Figure 7. In situ STM images of (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters deposited on
HOPG shown as a function of increasing coverage from (a) to (c).

Figure 8. Change in the surface when (MoO3)67(1.5 clusters deposited
onHOPG at high coverage are imaged repeatedly by a STM tip. Detailed
analysis of the flat and featureless regions, uncovered with repeated
sweeping, revealed the bare underlying HOPG substrate.
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of an ordered array of deposited clusters at a step-edge. However,
upon closer inspection it became clear that the structure is not, in
fact, an array of clusters. The height of the surface is the same on
both sides of the feature, inconsistent with the presence of a step-
edge. Furthermore, the structure is quite regular over long
distances and there is an alternating pattern of light and dark
spots (see Figure 9b). On the basis of previous studies, we have
concluded that this pattern is, in fact, the structure of a grain
boundary on the HOPG surface caused by crystallographic
defects characteristic of zone transitions between two graphite
layers of different orientations.94 Although these features were
rare among ourmany surveys, their presence can cause confusion
and highlight the need for rigor in identifying adsorbed clusters.
Another structure that we observed was the Moir�e pattern

(Figure 9c,d). This feature is the result of a rotational displace-
ment of the uppermost surface layer of HOPG, which gives rise
to an electronic interference pattern with the underlying layers of
graphite.95�98 Previous studies have shown that these patterns
can occur naturally on the HOPG surface99 but are more often
caused by exposure to intercalating solvents94 or metal
clusters100,101 which insert between the graphene layers and
physically displace the uppermost surface layer of graphite.
Interestingly, we observed Moir�e patterns on HOPG only after
cluster deposition. In fact, we have on many occasions observed
clusters situated within the Moir�e pattern itself, as shown in
Figure 9c. Furthermore, these patterns were often bordered on at
least one side by the aforementioned grain boundary (see
Figure 9d). These observations suggest that deposited clusters
can impact the local density of electronic states in the HOPG
substrate.

’CONCLUSIONS

Metal and metal oxide clusters of molybdenum behaved
differently when they were soft-landed on HOPG with the same
incident kinetic energy. At low coverages, the metal clusters are
highly mobile on the surface and nucleate exclusively at under-
coordinated step-edge sites, while the metal oxide clusters are
comparatively immobile, presumably a consequence of stronger
cluster�substrate interactions. Once step-edge sites had become
saturated, metal clusters formed aggregates on the terraces. In

contrast to the situation at lower coverages, monolayer coverages
of deposited metal clusters were more stable toward tip-induced
displacement than were themetal oxide clusters. Results from the
present investigation illustrate how the surface morphologies of
adsorbed clusters are influenced by their chemical composition,
their interactions with the substrate, and their coverage.
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